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friends and benefactors. Pg. 184 contains four color fish decoy illustrations: anonymous
Sturgeon coaxer (probably Wisconsin) and three Oscar Peterson’s. Photo caption has short
biographical sketch of Peterson. Curiously, all the examples shown are quite unremarkable,
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direct line. A gill-net is then pushed by its head-lines from one orifice to another until its entire
length is displayed. Buoys and sinkers are attached to it, and it is then let down into deep water,
where white-fish and other large species resort at this season. By this mode, which is very
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dimensions and attributions cited here cannot be trusted. Numerous errors).
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D.C.: United States Government Printing Office, 1887. (Page 767 contains a description of
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Berglund it’s more about the fishhouse. Of interest to fish decoy collectors is the interview with
Minnesota fish decoy collector, Jim Richards, with photos and a reprint of the “Fishtown” article
from the Feb. 16, 1878 issue of Frank Leslie’s Illustrated Newspaper. Good glossary).
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Starr, Robin. “Fish Decoys”, in The American Sporting Collector’s Handbook, ed. by Allan J.
Liu. New York: Winchester Press, 1982. (Starr erroneously states that spearing is now illegal in
all states except Minnesota. General overview of collecting fish decoys with 8 black and white
photographs. Mostly Minnesota fish decoys illustrated).

Stockman, Reed and Scott Tougas. The PawPaw Bait Company. Monticello, lowa: Stockman
& Tougas, 2004. (Pgs. 32 & 42 illustrate 5 different ice decoys and their boxes).

Stout, William A. Saginaw Bay Waterfowl Hunting and Decoy Carvers. Bloomfield Hills,
Michigan: Fanfair Enterprises, 2007. (Good reference to Saginaw Bay duck decoy carvers,
many of whom also carved fish decoys; Bill Finkle, Chris Smith, Christie bros., Larry Hayden,
Phil Babe, Frank Brogan, Andy Meyers, Oscar Peterson, Elmer Pestrue, Frank Schmidt, Tom
Schroeder, Walter Struebing and Dan Wisenbaugh).

Streater, Richard L. Streater’s Reference Catalog of Old Fishing Lures. (Fifth Printing). Seattle,
Washington: Rippee Printing, December, 1985. (Good factory reference work with many
catalog and advertising illustrations).

Swanson, Ronald S. Fish Models, Plaques & Effigies. Far Hills, New Jersey: Meadow Run
Press, Inc., 2009. (Broad survey of plaque and model carvers that includes illustrations of

plaques carved by fish decoy carvers such as Oscar Peterson (pg.119), Alton Buchman, Tom
Schroeder, John Eddy, Marvin Mason, Fred Lexow, ).

Tanner, Helen H., ed. Atlas of Great Lakes Indian History. Norman, Oklahoma: University of
Oklahoma Press,1987. (Pg.19 contains illustration of indians spear fishing through the ice. This
is one of the illustrations by S. Eastman from the Schoolcraft reference above).

Thompson, Maurice. The Boys Book of Sports and Outdoor Life. New York, New York: The
Century Company, 1886.

Thrasher, Halsey. The Hunter and Trapper. New York: Orange Judd and Company, 1868. pp.
64-65. (Has a short description of spring spearing in the shallows from a boat. Presents specific
instructions on how to make a shanty, cut the hole in the ice and spear through the ice with a
decoy. This is a fairly early how-to account).

Tody, Wayne H. “Whitefish, Sturgeon, and The Early Michigan Commercial Fishery.”
Michigan Fisheries Centennial Report 1873-1973. Lansing, Michigan, April, 1974, (See pp. 50-
56).

Tonelli, Donna. Top of the Line Fishing Collectibles, With Values. Atglen, Pa.: Schiffer
Publishing Ltd., 1997. (Hundreds of quality color photographs of fish decoys, jigging sticks,
spears, lures, reels, creels, bait boxes, fish models, plaques and trade signs. Heavily biased
toward Minnesota content. Could have used a good proof reader).
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Tonelli, Donna. Fish and Fowl Decoys of the Great Lakes. Atglen, Pa.: Schiffer Publishing
Ltd., 2002. (A collection of decoys and calls from the Great Lakes region, over 1100 color
photographs, along with original vintage black and white photos, extensive related literature, and
a price guide).

Traill, Catharine Parr. The Backwoods of Canada. BiblioLife, October 2007. (A collection of
letters back home to England describing pioneer life in early North America. Pages 116 &117
contain excellent descriptions of indians jacklighting in summer and spearing fish through the
ice in winter).

Turner, Graham. Fishing Tackle, A Collector’s Guide. London, England: Ward Lock Limited,
1989. (384 pgs. of mostly English tackle but has a chapter on American tackle collectibles with
a discussion of fish decoys and an extensive price guide. Pg. 12 illustrates 2 early (3000 BC)
stone fish from Eastern Siberia. Pg. 220 has color photos of Oscar Peterson fish decoys by Gary
L. Miller).

Walsh, Clune, Jr., and Lowell G. Jackson, Editors. Waterfowl Decoys of Michigan and the Lake
St. Clair Region. Detroit, Mich.: Gale Graphics,1983.

Walton, Izaak. The Compleat [sic] Angler. New York: The Heritage Press, 1948.

Wetzel, Charles M. American Fishing Books, A Bibliography From The Earliest Times Up To
1948, Together With A History Of Angling Literature In America. Newark, Delaware: Privately
Published by Author, 1950. (Valuable reference work).

White, Bradford. Lake Champlain Ice Spearing Decoys and Carvers. Yankee Publications, Jan.,
2001. (56 pages. Not examined).

White, Karl T. Fishing Tackle Antiques, Reference and Evaluation. Arcadia, Oklahoma: Karl T.
White, 1987.

Wong, Terry. Identification and Value Guide to South Bend Fishing Lures. Phoenix, Arizona:
Terry Wong, 2000. (Pg. 54 illustrates one South Bend ice fishing decoy and the text consists of a
quote from Luckey).

Wright, William Wallace. An Unfinished Story of His Early Life in Wisconsin... Dairy, 1837.
State Historical Society of Wisconsin Archives. (Contains an account of Menominee indians
spearing sturgeon through the ice using a wooden fish decoy weighted with lead).

MAGAZINE ARTICLES:

Abercrombie, Thomas. “Ice Fishing Frigid Charm.” National Geographic Magazine, December,
1958, pp. 861-872. (Not examined).
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Anonymous. “Fishing in North America.” The Penny Magazine, (June 3, 1837), pg. 332.
(Contains wood engraving of “Chippeway” Indians fishing through the ice on Lake Huron at the
mouth of the St. Clair River near present day Port Huron and a description of the technique of
spearing with a decoy. Very early account).

Anonymous. “Iceburg, U. S. A.” This is the famous fishing village, located from three to 30
miles north of Bay City, which appears each winter as if by magic, on the icy surface of Saginaw
Bay. Just as soon as the ice on the bay is thick enough to sustain the weight, commercial
fishermen, and men from every walk of life who happen to be out of employment, rig up their
shanties on sleds, each shanty being provided with a stove for heating, and a cot for sleeping
purposes, and a box to hold provisions. Hundreds of these fishing shanties are moved out on the
ice, their location depending upon the feeding grounds or runway of the finny tribes, and for
from three to four months the fishermen are busy spearing fish. Fish buyers drive out each day
and buy the catch. This picturesque and transient community has been named “Iceburg, U. S.
A..” The season of 1904-05 brought out some 350 men, and while the catches for December and
January were light, February and March proved bonanzas. Expert spear-fishermen made from $5
to $10 per day. The ice for January, February and March, 1905, was three feet thick.

Anonymous. “Game-Fishes Of The Florida Reef.” The Century Magazine, May, 1891.
(Interesting account of the use of the Tampa or Florida Grains including numerous illustrative
engravings).

Anonymous. The American Boy, March, 1902, Detroit, Michigan. (Cover has a springtime
illustration of a boy spearing in a creek).

Anonymous. "New York - Perils of Winter Fishing on Lake Erie - Incindents of the Great Ice
Shove of January 20th." Frank Leslie's Illustrated Newspaper, February 5, 1887. (Three ice
fishing scenes illustrating equipment, transportation, etc. and most importantly what happens
when there is an unexpected ice break-up).

Anonymous. “Spearing Fish At Torchlight.” The Illustrated London News, Mar. 20, 1858, pg.
292. (Short article accompanying a wood engraving titled, “Spearing Fish At Night” (This is the
same illustration published in America by Currier & Ives under the title, “Black Bass Spearing
On The Restigouche™). “The custom of spearing fish is almost universal throughout the frontiers
of the United States and Canada and, though one that might be excused in the savage, it is
inexcusable in those who pretend to be civilized. In many rivers where the salmon once
abounded they are now extinct, and the same remark applies to a game fish peculiar to America
called the Black Bass. And here — premising that the Sketch before us represents a scene on the
Restigouche, in New Brunswick, the men being Acadians — we cannot refrain from quoting the
subjoined incident growing out of an adventure on Lake George as published in the “Wilds of
America” - “The idea having occurred to us of spearing a few fish by torchlight, we secured the
services of an experienced fisherman and with a boat well supplied with fat pine, we launched
ourselves on the quiet waters of the lake about an hour after sundown. Bass were very abundant
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and we succeeded in killing some half dozen of a large clan. We found them exceedingly tame
and noticed, when we approached, that they were invariably alone, occupying the center of a
circular and sandy place among the rocks and stones. We inquired the cause of this, and were
told that the bass were casting their spawn, and that the circular places were the beds where the
young were protected. On hearing this our conscience was somewhat troubled for what we had
been doing, but we resolved to take one more fish and then go home. We now came to a large
bed, around the edge of which we discovered a number of very small fish and over the center of
the bed a very large and handsome bass was hovering. We darted our spear and only wounded
the poor fish. Our companion told us that if we would go away for fifteen minutes and then
return to the same spot, we should have another chance at the same fish. We did so, and the
prediction was realised. We threw the spear again, and again missed our game, though we
succeeded in nearly cutting the fish in two pieces. ‘You will have the creature yet; let us go
away again,” said my companion. We did so, and to our utter astonishment, we again saw the
fish all mutilated and torn, still hovering over it’s tender offspring! To relieve it of it’s pain we
darted the spear once more, and the bass lay in our boat quite dead; and we returned to our
lodgings on that night a decidedly unhappy man. The bass that we took on the night in question,
owing to their being out of season, were not fit to eat, and we had not even the plum of palatable
food to offer. The maternal affection of that black bass for it’s helpless offspring, which it
protected even unto death, has ever seemed to us in strict keeping with the loveliness and
holiness of universal nature.”).

Apfelbaum, Ben. “Fish Decoys, A Native American Craft.” The Clarion, Vol. 15, No. 1,
(Winter 1990), pp. 46-49. (An interview with Ben Chosa and his views on the manufacture and
use of the fish decoy by the Lac du Flambeau Ojibway. Includes a photo of Chosa holding one
of his decoys. Sidebar announcement of “Beneath the Ice: The Art of the Fish Decoy” an
exhibition to be held at the Museum of American Folk Art’s Feld Gallery at Lincoln Square.
Photos of six pieces from that exhibit. Great cover photo of Oscar Peterson trout decoys).

Archer. “Fishing in The Great Lakes.” Forest and Stream, Jan. 27, 1876. (Excellent detailed
contemporaneous description of “Pickeralville” on Saginaw Bay and various methods of
spearing including sturgeon spearing by indians).

Babe, Phil. “Franklin Discher Decoys.” NFLCC Gazette, (June, 1992), pg.22. (An excellent in
depth analysis of Mr. Discher and his decoys with many valuable tips on identification).

Bachler, Thomas J., “Historical References on the Use of Fish Decoys”, Osloff Dewit 1859
letter, (March 2, 2004). (In an 1859 letter sent from the river town of Red Wing, Minnesota a
pioneer wrote: ‘“We have a coy fish fashioned of wood, tin fins. We let it through a hole cut
through the ice with a string fastened. The real fish fancy they are going to have a good meal
and make for the coy. Then we pick them out with the spear”).
http://dns.advnet.net/batchman40/history.html (now defunct).

Baron, Frank R. “The Fish Decoy.” The Decoy Hunter, No. 24 (March/April, 1985), pp. 5-9,
16. (Sketchy general article with 14 decoy photos (some of the decoys are pictured twice and
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one is upside down). Great cover photo of “record” sturgeon speared on Black Lake in 1957
(except it was not a record). Note that the middle photo on pg. 8 is labeled “Maker unknown”.
It should be obvious to even the novice collector that this decoy is the work of Ernie Peterson
and is brand spanking new, not “ca. 1950 as stated in the caption).

Baron, Frank. “Bud Stewart - Michigan’s Master Lure and Ice Decoy Carver.” Lure Collector,
Book No. 3, (Spring 1986) pp.10-12. (Contains a brief history of Bud and his baits).

Baron, Frank. “Collecting Ice Decoys.” Tackle Trader, Vol. 3, Issue 1, (Winter/Spring 1988)
pp. 7-15. (Juxtaposed with an ad for Baron’s 1st Annual National Ice Decoy Show and
presented in interview format. Illustrations include examples by Hans Janner Sr., Oscar
Peterson, Andy Trombley, Bud Stewart, Jim Foote, Chub Buchman, Pflueger, Heddon, Bear
Creek, Paw Paw, Creek Chub and Moonlight.).

Baron, Frank.  “The Kurtis Katch-All Lure.” The NFLCC Gazette, (Sept., 1997), pg. 6.
(Illustrates patent for this multi-purpose dead bait holder).

Baron, Frank R. “Frog Fish Spearing Decoys.” Hunting & Fishing Collectibles Magazine, Vol.
6, No. 2, (March-April, 2006), pp. 12-14. (16 illustrations of southern Michigan frog decoys
most of which are unidentified).

Bauer, Erwin A. “Shanty Caviar.” Outdoor Life, (February, 1958), pp. 45-47, 92-93.
(Unexamined).

Bauer, Erwin A. “Gadget World of Ice Anglers.” Sports Afield, Vol. 151, No. 1, (January,
1964), pp. 42-45.

Beard, Dan. “Winter Sketches on the Long Island Shore.” Harper’s Weekly, Vol. XXVII., No.
1368, (March 10, 1883), p.152. (Center panel illustrates spearing eels through the ice).

Beardslee, Steven and Richey, George, “Apod Lures - H & S Tackle Co.” NFLCC Gazette,
(Spring, 1995), pp. 15 & 16. (Sketches Hilton Speck’s H & S Tackle Co. and their Apod and
Flatback lures).

Bennet, E.P. “Fishing in Northern Michigan.” Hunter-Trader-Trapper, Vol. XXIV, No. 4 (July
1912), pp. 51-53 (Contains a good description of sucker spearing and bullhead dipping), pp. 47
& 53 (pictures of Meier brothers of Stevens Co., Minn. with catch of furs and speared pickerel)
and p. 55 (has picture of Sturgeon caught at Indian River, Mich.).

Beskin, Gerald S. “The Lucky Stick.” Sports Afield, (May, 1951), pp. 96. (Good picture of
William Faue at work and a couple of his products).

Bishop, Robert. “Folk Art From The Ice Fisherman.” Americana, Vol. 6, No. 1, (March/April
1978), pp. 28-29. (Bishop was director of the Museum of American Folk Art in New York City.
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Ilustrations include an Oscar Peterson fish decoy and a seldom seen variant of a Winnie decoy.
These same illustrations appeared earlier in color in American Folk Sculpture.)

Brewer, Keith. “Contemporary Fish Decoy Carver - A.J.Downey.” Lure Collector, Book No. 8,
(Summer 1987) pp.20-23. (An in-depth interview with this well known carver).

Brewer, Keith. “The Fish Decoy.” Lure Collector, Book No. 5, (Fall 1986), pp.19, 29. (An
interview with Art Kimball, one of the authors of “The Fish Decoy”).

Brewer, Keith. “South Bend’s Ice Decoy.” Lure Collector, Book No. 3, (Spring 1986) p. 15.
(Contains a very brief description of this rarity and an illustration from the 1923-24 South Bend
Tackle Catalog).

Bryant, Matt. “Orville Smock: Discovering an Unknown Kansas Carver.” Hunting & Fishing
Collectibles Magazine, Vol. 10, No. 6, (November-December, 2010), pp. 38-45. (Biographical
(1892-1980) sketch and discussion of this mostly unknown carver’s many diverse works which
include numerous fish plaques).

Buchert, Keith. “The Andersen Spearing Decoys of Mankato, Minnesota.” Hunting & Fishing
Collectibles Magazine, Vol. 7, No. 2, (March-April., 2007), pp. 18-21. (Overview of the fish
decoys of Jim and Harvey Andersen of Mankato, Minnesota w/ 8 fish decoy photos. Also
includes photos of a spear by Dr. Beach).

Carmichael, Hoagy B. “Crafty Catches.” Arts & Antiques, (Summer, 1987), pp. 74-77, 126.
(Good well written article. “Artsy” illustrations include many of the big name decoys; Hans
Janner, Pecor Fox, Andy Trombley, Oscar Peterson, Isaac Goulette, Augie Janner and Tom
Schroeder.).

Carnaghi, Len. “Larry Hayden — Michigan’s Blue Ribbon Carver.” North American Decoy
Magazine, (Fall, 1973), pp. 16-19. (Extremely complimentary piece about the discovery of a
new carver and how he took the duck decoy carving world by storm in 1971).

Carnaghi, Len. “James R. Kelson: A Mount Clemens Legend.” Hunting & Fishing Collectibles
Magazine, Vol. 4, No. 1, (January-February, 2004), pp. 24-26. (Short sketch of a noted Lake St.
Clair, Michigan duck & fish decoy carver. No fish are illustrated or mentioned but valuable as
background nonetheless).

Carter, H. Troy. “John Fairfield: Master Decoy Man.” Hunting & Fishing Collectibles
Magazine, Vol. 3, No. 3, (May-June 2003), pp. 44 & 45. (Rehash of the author’s earlier article
that appeared in the June, 1998 issue of the NFLCC Gazette where he recounts his personal
experience with this important Marenisco, Michigan carver and draws from Nick Torella’s
earlier work to round it out).

Carver, Raymond & Barbara. “Bud Stewart - Michigan’s Legendary Lure Maker.” The NFLCC
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Gagzette, (June, 1999), pp. 18 & 34. (Tribute to Bud Stewart upon his death).

Catana, Jerry. “Kelson & Reghi.” Decoy Collector’s Guide, Vol. 6, 1977, pp. 104-115.

Clark, Edie. “Hooked on Fish Decoys.” Yankee, Vol. 51, No. 3, (March, 1987), pp. 94-99.
(General article with five photos of Derald Radtke’s Minnesota fish decoy collection. A couple
look like they could be Faue’s).

Clark, Malcolm. “Ice Hole Angels.” Sporting Classics, Vol. III, Issue IV, (Sept./Oct., 1984),
pp.69-70. (Description of spearing through the ice. Makes the erroneous claim three times that
spearing is illegal everywhere but Minnesota. Three photos, one historic. Mr. Clark obviously
has read Starr).

Cleland, Charles E. “The Inland Shore Fishery of the Northern Great Lakes: Its Development
and Importance in Prehistory.” American Antiquity, Vol. 47, No. 4, 1982, pp. 761-784.
(Reviews the archaeological and historical evidence for the aboriginal fishery of the region and
how it evolved from the Late Archaic to historic times).

Connor, Barbara. “Tom Schroeder Fish Decoys.” The Decoy Hunter, No. 27, (September-
October, 1985), pp. 10-11.

Cottle, James T. “How To Carve Fish Decoys.” Michigan Out-Of-Doors, Vol. 42, No.I,
(January, 1988), pp.33-35.

Crandell, Bernard W. “The Remarkable Tom Schroeder.” Decoy Collector’s Guide, Vol. 6,
1977, pp. 60-69.

Crandell, Bernard W.  “Chris Smith, Innovative boat builder and decoy maker.” Decoy
Magazine, March/April 1992. (Not examined).

Dale, Bonnycastle. “The Mid-Winter Muskie.” Outing, (December, 1915), pp. ?. (Wonderful
article describing making a decoy and snaring a muskie with a brass wire noose through the ice
on a Canadian Lake. Three photos. They just don’t write like this anymore).

Dalrymple, Byron W. “The Big, Often Unguessed World Of Fishing Beneath Winter’s Ice.”
The Fisherman, (January, 1958), pp. 19-24, 65-71.

Dana, Gordon Kay. “The Joys of Ice Fishing.” Sportsman’s Digest, Vol. 2, No. 2, (February,
1923), pp. 53-55. (Discusses: spud design, methods of fishing for crappie and pike, using a
revolver to dispatch the big ones, fishing with a light at night).

Dashner, Shirley. “Marv Johnston: Maker And User Of...Spearfishing Decoys.” Hunting &
Fishing Collectibles Magazine, Vol. 4, No. 1, (January-February., 2004), pp. 52-55. (Discussion
of this Minnesotan’s background and his contemporary fish decoy making. Lots of pictures).
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Deiss, Ron. “A Brief History of the Pearl-Button Industry In Muscatine, lowa.” Illinois
Antiquity, Vol. 37, No. 1, 2002, pp. 1-7. Illinois Association for Advancement of Archaeology,
Champaign, [llinois. Available online at
http://www.mvr.usace.army.mil/PearlButton/index.html. (2 images of indian mussel shell fish
lures / decoys and 1 of mussel shell fishing spoons, wobblers and spinner blades made by upper
Mississippi river pearl-button manufacturers).

Deiss, Ron. “Ice Spear Fishing: Focusing on the Upper Mississippi River La Crosse Reach”.
United States Army Corps of Engineers, Rock Island, Illinois, 2005. (Ron Deiss is an
archeologist in the Environmental Analysis Branch, Rock Island District, Army Corps of
Engineers, Rock Island, IL. This is essentially an expanded version of the article published in
[linois Antiquity in Mar. 2006. Copies of this article on computer disk can be obtained by
sending $5.50 to: Ice Spear Fishing Disk, Mississippi River Visitors Center, P.O. Box 2004,
Rock Island, Illinois 61204-2004).

Deiss, Ron. “Ice Spear Fishing and Fish Decoys.” United States Army Corps of Engineers,
Rock Island, Illinois, January, 2005. (2 pages., 5 illustrations. An abbreviated version of the
previous article).

Deiss, Ron. “Ice Spear Fishing On The Upper Mississippi.” Illinois Antiquity, Vol. 41, No. 1,
(March, 2006), pp. 3-9. (An excellent well researched article as might be expected from a
professional archeologist. Traces the development of the fish decoy from prehistoric mussel
shell decoys to the present with a focus on the La Crosse Reach. See previous 2 references).

Deiss, Ron. “Spearing Fish Through the Ice.” Big River, (January - February, 2006), pp. 16-19.
(Another version of the previous 3 references).

Deiss, Ron. “A Brief History of Ice Spear Fishing on the Fox River and its Tributaries in East
Central Wisconsin”. United States Army Corps of Engineers, Rock Island, Illinois, May, 2006.
Also published in Oshkosh Public Museum, Vol. XVIII, No. 2, (Summer, 2006), pp. i — viii. (A
comprehensive historical analysis of sturgeon spearing on Lake Winnebago and the Fox River
drainage in Wisconsin).

Deiss, Ron. “Frank Talbot’s River Ice Spear Fishing “Trout” Decoys.” Hunting & Fishing
Collectibles Magazine, Vol. 7, No. 1, (January-February., 2007), pp. 48-50. (Discusses
discovery of 5 trout fish decoys from Serpent River Ontario owned by Ojibwa tribal elder, Frank
Talbot).

Deiss, Ron. “A Brief History of Ice Spear Fishing on the Fox River and its Tributaries in East
Central Wisconsin.” Hunting & Fishing Collectibles Magazine, Vol. 7, No. 4, (July-August,
2007), pp- 8-17. (A comprehensive historical analysis of sturgeon spearing on Lake Winnebago
and the Fox River drainage in Wisconsin).
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Deiss, Ronald, “Once, Spearing was the Way to Fish.” Our Mississippi, (Winter, 2011). U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers, Rock Island District, Rock island, Illinois. (Not examined).

Detzer, Mike. “The Short, Happy Life of Smeltania”. 1946. Source unknown.

Dickert, Harold. “The Spear, Commanding New Respect as a Collectible.” NFLCC Gazette,
(March, 1992).

Diggs, Dory & Dick Watson. “Butch Irvin Schramm, Decoy Maker of the St. Clair Flats.”
Decoy Hunter, (issue unknown but probably 1984), pp. 7-9. (Good biographical sketch based on
interview with Schramm but focus is on his duck decoys).

Dornbrook, Don. “Hunting Big Fish Under the Ice.” Popular Mechanics, (Feb., 1948), pp. 148-
151, 236, 240 & 246. (Discusses sturgeon spearing in the Lake Winnebago area of Wisconsin
and features Edward C. Thuerwachter, spear and decoy maker of Calumetville, Wisconsin with 2
great photos of Thuerwachter at the forge and with his decoys).

Drexler, Peggy F. “Living With Folk Art.” Country Living, Vol. 7, No. 6, (June,1984), pp. 92-
97. (Several layouts show Michigan and Minnesota fish decoys used as decor in a home setting.
Some that I can identify are Les Minier, Ervie Stewart, Isaac Goulette, Frank Mizera and Ernie
Newman).

East, Ben. “Opening Day on Leelanau.” Sports Afield, Vol. 93, No. 3, (March, 1935), pp. 12-
13. (Interesting account of fishing with the Winnie brothers, Art and Bert).

Esarey, Duane. “The Ancient Art of Decoy Fishing.” The Living Museum, (A publication of the
[llinois State Museum, Springfield, Illinois), Vol. 55, No. 1 (1993), pp. 5-8.

Fashingbauer, Bernard S. “Spearing.” Fur-Fish-Game, Vol. 81, No. 1, (January, 1987), pp. 12-
13. (Basically an instructional article on “how to go about spear fishing through the ice in
Minnesota”. Two photos, three decoys illustrated. Two are plastic Bear Creek Ice Kings, one is
wooden handmade).

“Fishtown.”  Frank Leslie’s Illustrated Newspaper, (February 16, 1878), pp. 412-413.
(Discussion of ice fishing activity on Saginaw Bay, Lake Huron. Five excellent wood cut
illustrations of ice shanties on the bay).

Flinn, Orval N. “Eastern Trout from a Western Lake.” National Sportsman, (January, 1927),
pp.12-13.

Forum, a publication of the American Fish Decoy Association.

Forsthoffer, J. P. “Fish Decoys Are Luring Folk Art Buyers.” Antique Monthly, (May 1988), pp.
1-40. (Excellent in-depth view of the fish decoy field with many good quality photos, including
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several examples by Oscar Peterson and one by Vandenbossche (mis-labeled Frank Schmidt)).

Fossey, Joe. “”’Lost” Lake Simcoe Fish Decoy Found.” The NFLCC Gazette, (June, 1997), pp. 5
& 6. (Recounts the discovery of this rare patented mechanical fish decoy).

Fossey, Joe. “Capsule History of Busty’s Baits.” The NFLCC Gazette, (Sept., 1998), pp. 31 &
32.

Frank, Kent. “A Decoy Carving Dynasty: The Bethels of Park Rapids, MN” NFLCC Gazette,
(December, 1994), pp. 12 & 13. (A short sketch of the Bethel family decoy makers).

Fritz, Ron. “The Truth About Fish Decoys.” Fishing Collectibles Magazine, Vol. 1, No. 4,
(Spring 1990), pp. 4-8. (A wonderfully direct discussion of the then current state of the fish
decoy market and it’s problems. No ox is left ungored. 6 illustrations including examples of
fish decoys by Jim Nelson, George Aho and Ernie Peterson, plus a cover photo illustrating Isaac
Goulette and Oscar Peterson decoys. This article generated a lot of controversy and some of the
issues raised were expanded on and or rebuted in a follow up article . See “Addressing the
Controversies in Fish Decoys” by Brian McGrath).

Fritz, Ron. “Oscar Peterson, Michigan’s Premier 20™ Century Folk Artist.” Decoy Magazine,
Vol. 30, No. 5, (September/October 2006), cover & pp. 24-27. (Good overview of the decorative
carvings of Oscar Peterson including 11 color photos plus the cover and 8 black & white
pictures. Many of the pieces illustrated are in print for the first time. Article is a showcase for
the David Fannon collection but no new information is presented).

Fritz, Ron. “Oscar Peterson, Michigan’s Master Fish Decoy Maker.” Decoy Magazine, Vol. 32,
No. 2, (March/April 2008), cover & pp. 24-27. (Overview of Oscar Peterson’s myriad fish decoy
variations with 25 high quality color illustrations plus 8 more on the cover. Generally good but
could have used a little more proofreading).

Gallagher, Jack. “The Rhodes Mechanical Frog.” NFLCC Magazine, Vol. 14, No. 2,
(December, 2004), pp. 30-33. (Good background on Jay, Fred and Bert Rhodes and their
involvement in Michigan’s early fishing tackle industry).

Gazette, The NFLCC, a publication of the National Fishing Lure Collectors Club.

Gilbert, James C. “Fishing Thru The Ice.” Game Stories, Vol. 1, No. 1, (January, 1932), pp. 24-
27. (Excellent account of the pike spearing experience by Dearbornite James Gilbert and his
son, Jimmie at Mannie’s Inn (owned by Emanuel Sodt) on Pleasant Lake, Southwest of Ann
Abor, Mich. Lots of pictures and good descriptions of various types of tip-ups and set line
devices).

Golicz, Gregory and Bud Shell. “Heavy Duty: The Decoys and Life of Walter Struebing.”
Hunting & Fishing Collectibles Magazine, Vol. 10, No. 5, (September-October, 2010), pp. 40-
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45. (Biographical sketch and discussion of the duck decoys and fishing lures of Marine City,
Michigan carver Walter Struebing. Its believed that Struebing also made fish spearing decoys).

Grey, Hugh. “Tip-Up!” Field & Stream, Vol. XLVIIL, No. 10, (February, 1944), pp. 40-42.

Guthrie, Greg. “John Snow.” Decoy Magazine, (January/February 1996).

Guthrie, Greg. “Buddy Wayman.” Decoy Magazine, (January/February 2009), pp. 36-38.
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Magazine, Vol. 7, No. 5, (September-October, 2007), pp. 14-18. (Biographical sketch and
profile of this contemporary Washington D. C. duck and fish carver).

Turner, Mike. “Marty Collins: Massachusetts Carver.” Hunting & Fishing Collectibles
Magazine, Vol. 9, No. 3, (May-June, 2009), pp. 48-51. (Short biographical sketch and profile of
this contemporary duck decoy, fish plaque and lure carver).

Van Etten, Stan. “More Enoch Reindahl.” Hunting & Fishing Collectibles Magazine, Vol. 3,
No. 1, (January-February, 2003), pg. 31. (Expands on an earlier article by David Spengler but
what’s significant here is the inclusion of a photo of a fish decoy by this Wisconson duck
carver).

Van Etten, Stan. “Friend of Elmer Crowell: Joseph C. Lincoln, More Famous By Far....... then.”
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Hunting & Fishing Collectibles Magazine, Vol. 3, No. 2, (March-April, 2003), pp. 56-57. (What
is of interest here to fish carving collectors is a charming account by Joe Lincoln of Elmer
Crowell’s first fish plaque carving).

V. C. (a/k/a George Edward MacKenzie Skues) “The History of a Decoy Fish.” Forest and
Stream, (March 24, 1892). (A very interesting account of fishing with a decoy in Wisconsin in
1856 which discusses realism vs. abstraction in fish decoy design). See
HistoryOfADecoyFishForest&Stream1892 in Downloaded Images file and in E-file.

THE HISTORY OF A DECOY FISH

Did you ever fish through the ice with a decoy Fish? I do not mean as the Indians do, down on
your knees on the edge of a hole in the ice with your nose within a few inches of the water and
three or four thicknesses of an old mackinaw blanket over you to shut out the light, and then in
that position play the fish with one hand and hold the gaff in the other until you get so stiff and
cold that when you want to gaff a fish you can hardly use a muscle; but rather with a well
constructed fish box and a spring spear such as were often used thirty or forty year ago before
their use was generally prohibited? If not, you have missed an experience not only charming in
itself, but intensely instructive as to the habits of fish. Let me give you a little experience of my
own in the days "long gone by."

During the fall of 1856 and early winter following, I happened to be in Fon-du-Lac, Wis., and at
that time there were many Indians still living in the neighborhood. The lakes and ponds
abounded in pike and perch, and during every winter the Indians were constantly fishing through
the ice with their decoy fishes and gaffs in the manner described above. These decoys were
whittled out of a pine stick, so as to resemble in shape a fish about six or seven inches in length;
the wood was then stained a dark color, a few places were then scraped or chipped so as to give
the fish a mottled appearance, a couple of pieces of tin stuck in each side answered for fins, and
a grove was made in the fore part of the belly and filled with lead, which was kept bright. With a
string in the head the fish could be jerked to the surface of the water and the lead would carry it
down head first when the string was slackened, and so a very natural motion could be given to it.
What was most remarkable was the fact that the less the decoy fish resembled a real one within
reasonable bounds of course, the more successful it seemed to be.

Some two or three years previously an old Indian had whittled out a fish which soon had the
reputation of being the
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most killing and successful decoy ever made in that vicinity, so successful, in fact, that for a long
time he refused to sell it on any terms, but at last a friend of mine through the offer of a
considerable sum, tempted its owner to part with it and became its possessor. When the
Legislature of Wisconsin soon after prohibited the use of such fish, it was sent to me as a
souvenir of my trip. The record of one day’s sport will show the killing qualities of this fish. On
one morning in December 1856, I visited with a companion, Lake Horicon, a lake some fifteen
miles long situated a few miles distant, for a day’s sport at catching pike. We cut a hole in the
ice nearly four feet in diameter, and over it placed our fishing box with the open side down. This
box was 4 ft. square, lined with heavy paper to exclude the light; we entered through a door in
the side which was fastened with an inside button and sat opposite each other, each resting his
feet on the ends of the narrow board occupied by the other; our spring spear had a handle some
15 ft, in length which passed through a hole in the center of the top of the box. The decoy fish
was played with the left hand and the spear held in the right. The water was about 10 ft. deep,
and the light shone so clearly through the ice that everything in the water, even to the smallest
fish, could be seen with perfect distinctness.

In four hours we took twenty-one pike, which weighed a little over 70 lbs., and we took every
pike that came within sight except one small one. As I sat looking under the ice I saw a large
pike chasing a small one, which darted across the hole, but as soon as his pursuer saw the decoy
fish it ceased the chase and turned around and seized it with such force that he came partly out of
the water right between our feet, and I speared him in the head above the water with the decoy
fish in his mouth. His weight was over 5 1bs.

During all this time two Indians were fishing for pike only a few feet distant and on equally good
grounds, and together they took just two fish, their decoys failing to attract the fish.

The box, which to the fish appeared like a dark spot on the ice, afforded an elegant opportunity
to observe the habits of the pike in taking its food. Once on this day a large pike missed the
decoy and he came with such force that he went perhaps 20 ft. beyond us, but he turned and
came back slowly near the bottom and stopped right under the decoy fish and then began to rise
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very slowly toward it, but he was speared in deep water before he had a chance to make a second
rush. Usually, however, the fish would approach cautiously until near the decoy and then make a
sudden dash for it.

On Lake Winnebago, where we usually had good success, my companion and I both took yellow
perch quite freely and they manifested none of the caution of the pike, but the black bass which
abounded in that lake never came near enough to be taken; curiosity sometimes led very large
ones to approach within sight, but they always kept close to the bottom and soon slowly swam
away.

I have never been able to reconcile the results of my fishing with this decoy fish with the theory
of may anglers for trout, that the more closely we can imitate the flies which then abound upon a
stream or lake, the more sure we will be of sport, as in my experience the reverse is very often
the case.

I have often observed that when I have been using a certain fly with success, the same fly has
suddenly made its appearance in large numbers on the water, and that immediately my sport
almost wholly cased for the simple reason that my fly then constituted but one of say 10,000 of
the same kind; and I, therefore, had but one chance in 10,000 that mine would be taken, which
was, of course, relatively diminished by the artificial character of the fly. May it not be so with a
decoy fish or artificial minnow? The closer the imitation the more we put it in competition with
the natural fish, which if we use one which will attract although it is different from the fish
inhabiting the same waters, may it not prove to be very successful?

With this article I send to you for your inspection this old relic of past sport, although I fear it
will sorely test your faith in the veracity of your correspondent.

V. C. — Poughkeepsie, N. Y., March 9, 1892.
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Swanson, Ronald S. Fish Models: An Exhibition. The American Museum of Fly Fishing,
Manchester, Vermont, 1992-1993. (Plate XXV, pg. 13 illustrates Oscar Peterson Plaque of
leaping Brook Trout taking a fly (photo credit to Gary L. Miller). Some discussion on pg.12
regarding a model of a tiger muskie made by Alton “Chub” Buchman in 1979).

Swanson, Ronald S. Fish Models: An Exhibition. The Ward Museum, Salisbury, Maryland,
1997. Limited Edition of 1000 copies. (Plate XXV, pg. 13 illustrates Oscar Peterson Plaque of
leaping Brook Trout taking a fly (photo credit to Gary L. Miller). Some discussion on pg.12
regarding a model of a tiger muskie made by Alton “Chub” Buchman in 1979).

TRADE CATALOGUES:

“A-B-C” Bait & Mfg. Co. _“A-B-C” Summer and Winter Fishing Tackle, Detroit, Michigan,
pre-1935. (Illustrates the A-B-C Ice Decoy Minnow, Spear, Spud, Skimmer and Tip-ups).

Abercrombie & Fitch Co. General Sporting Goods Catalogue, New York, NY, 1917. (Contains
good illustrations of tip-ups, stringers, Marbles knives, nets, bobbers, creels, spears, gaffs,
Kewell-Stewart spoon and Winnie’s Stump Dodger).

Abraham Fur Co. Official Trapper’s Guide and Book of Trapper’s Supplies, Saint Louis, Mo.,
Season of 1926-27. (Page 10 contains illustrations of metal fish decoys used to bait traps.)

Barbara A. Johnson Antiques. Contemporary American Folk Art, Rockford, Illinois, 1985.
Contains a short paragraph on Lou Schifferl and examples of his work.)

Buhl Sons Company. Wholesale Hardware Catalog-1924, Detroit, Michigan, 1924.

C. & W. McClean Mercantile Co. Wholesale Sporting Goods Catalog No. 808, St. Louis,
Missouri, 1928. (Contains excellent illustrations of bobbers, floats, nets, spears, spring gaffs and
fish tongs).

Edw. K. Tryon Company. Sporting Goods Catalog No. 102, Philadelphia, Penn., 1939.
(Illustrations of bobbers, spears, tip-ups, fish tongs, spring gaffs and Marbles knives).

Herter’s, Inc. Herter’s No. 71, Waseca, Minnesota, 1961, pg. 300. (Spear illustration).

Herter’s, Inc. Herter’s No. 75, Waseca, Minnesota, 1965, pg. 347. (Illustrations of Herter’s ice
fishing decoys offered in two sizes. Are actually Randall decoys).

Herter’s, Inc. Herter’s. No. 80R, Waseca, Minnesota, 1970, pp. 273 &306. (Illustrations of
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Herter’s spears (Randall) and Herter’s “Fleshex Minnows”).

James Heddon’s Sons. Trade Catalog, Dowagiac, Michigan, 1913.
James Heddon’s Sons. Trade Catalog, Dowagiac, Michigan, 1916
James Heddon’s Sons. Trade Catalog, Dowagiac, Michigan, 1923.

John Pritzlaff Hardware Company. Fishing Tackle, Milwaukee,Wisconsin, c.1925.

Kennedy Bros. Arms Co. Trade Catalog, Saint Paul, Minnesota, 1935. (Pg. 65 illustrates a Paw-
Paw ice decoy minnow that was offered in 5” & 7” sizes).

Morley Brothers. Catalog #31, Saginaw, Michigan, 1931, pp. 942.
Morley Brothers. Catalog #36, Saginaw, Michigan, 1936, pp. 668.
Morley Brothers. Catalog #49, Saginaw, Michigan, 1949, pp. 1181.

Morley Brothers. 1958/1959 Ice Tackle, Saginaw, Michigan, 1958.

Netcraft Co. The Netcraft Co.: Everything For Fishing! Catalog No. 39, Toledo, Ohio, 1951.

Shapleigh Hardware Co. Shapleigh’s Spring and Summer Sporting Goods Catalog No. 308, St.
Louis, Missouri, 1928. (Illustrations of bobbers, gaffs, spears, tongs and scalers).

South Bend Bait Co. South Bend Fishing Tackle, Trade Catalog, Season 1923-24, South Bend,
Ind.,1923.

William Read and Sons. Catalogue of Fine Fishing Tackle. Boston, Mass., 1912.

SALE LISTS:
Baron, Frank R. Great Lakes Ice Decoys, No. 1 (Summer 1986),Livonia, Mich. (Sale offering
44 items, 15 sketches and an article on Leroy Howell).

Baron, Frank R. Great Lakes Ice Decoys, No. 2 (Fall 1986), Livonia, Mich. (Sale offering 46
items, 9 sketches and an article on Oscar Peterson).

Baron, Frank R. Great Lakes Ice Decoys, No. 3 (Winter 1987), Livonia, Mich. (Sale offering 48
items, 6 sketches and an article on The Bear Creek Bait Co.).

Baron, Frank R. Great Lakes Ice Decoys, No. 4 (Spring 1987), Livonia, Mich. (Sale offering 43
items, 7 sketches and an article on Bud Stewart).
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Baron, Frank R. Great Lakes Ice Decoys, No. 5 (Summer 1987), Livonia, Mich. (Sale offering
47 items, 6 sketches and an article on The Faue Brothers).

Baron, Frank R. Great Lakes Ice Decoys, No. 6 (Fall 1987), Livonia, Mich. (Sale offering 45
items, 6 sketches and an article on The Veihl Family).

Baron, Frank R. Great Lakes Ice Decoys, No. 7 (Winter 1988), Livonia, Mich. (Sale list
offering numerous fish decoys for sale and an article on Alton “Chub” Buchman).

Fritz, Ronald. Sale lists. 1990s.

Kimball, Art. Fish Decoy List, January, 1988, Boulder Junction, WI. (Sale offering 140 items,
many of which are illustrated in his Fish Decoys, Vol. I & II. He might just as well have put the
prices right next to the pictures in the book and saved us all the trouble of looking them up).

Miller, Gary L. Fish Decoys, Catalog No.1 (April, 1986),Suttons Bay, Mich. (Illustrated 10 page
catalog of old and new fish decoys for sale with supporting text).

Miller, Gary L. Fish Decoys, Catalog No. 2 (November, 1987),Suttons Bay, Mich. (Illustrated
14 page catalog of old and new fish decoys for sale).

Smith, John L. Tackle Trader, Vol. 2, Issue 4 (Winter 1987),Westerville, Ohio, pg. 15. (Sale list
containing 18 ice decoys, mostly contemporary).
PAMPHLETS:

Baron, Frank R. The Incredible Folk Art of Carl R. Christiansen. Color.

DECOY MAGAZINE REFERENCES:

Allen, Russ  Atlantic City, NJ July/Aug 2004

Batters, William “Slow” Little Falls, MN Sept/Oct 1991
Behold the Mighty Minnow Gr. Lakes Fishing Decoys  July/Aug 1997
Bethel Decoys Park Rapids, MN Jan/Feb 1992

C.C. Roberts Bait Co. WI ~ Nov/Dec 1999

Brown, Dick E. Brainerd, MN Nov/Dec 2002
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Copper Fish Decoys MN  Nov/Dec 1993
Faue Brothers, The = Hanover, MN May/June

Finney, Frank Back Bay, VA Jan/Feb 1992

1998

Fish Bust’r spearing decoys Brainerd, MN Jan/Feb

Fish Models, Plaques & Effigies July/Aug
Frog Decoys July/Aug 1995

Hall, Chuck Barnum, MN Jan/Feb 1993
Hanson, MartyPrior Lake, MN July/Aug 1994

Heddon & Sons Tackle Co. Dowagaic, WI Jan/Feb

Heron Lake Decoys MN  July/Aug 1992
Herter, GeorgeWaseca, MN May/June 1999

Howell, Leroy Hinkley, MN Nov/Dec 1990

Kromer, Effard “Bud”Fergus Falls, MN Mar/Apr

Lacrosse Fish Decoys La Crosse, WI Mar/Apr
Lexow, Fred Balsam Lake, MN  July/Aug
Lunka, Lawrence Ely, MN May/June
Matzen, Jerry Nevis, MN  Sept/Oct 2001
McNair, Mark Eastern Shore, VA~ Winter 1982
Minsch, Frank Pierz, MN May/June 2003
Mizera, Frank Ely, MN Mar/Apr 2002
Moes, Alfred Lakeville, MN Nov/Dec 2005

Newman, Earnest Carlton, MN Mar/Apr

1995

1989

2003

1991

2004

1996

1994

2002
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Peterson, Oscar Cadillac, MI  Sept/Oct 2006
Peterson, Wilbur “Willie”  Brainerd, MN Mar/Apr
Pususta, John MN  July/Aug 2000

Quam, Oscar New London, MN  Mar/Apr 1998
Ryden, John Albert  Aitkin, MN  May/June 1991
Satre, Carl Brainerd, MN May/June 2003
Sawyer, “Chet” Duluth, MN  July/Aug 1992
Schifferl, Lou Green Bay, WI Mar/Apr 2000
Sieger, Joseph Wolf River Township, WI ~ Mar/Apr
Sirois, Philip ME  May/June 2000

Smith, Christopher Columbus St. Clair Flats, MI
Snow, John  Lac du Flambeau, WI Jan/Feb 1996
Spearfishing Decoys Nov/Dec 1997

Tax, John Lake Osakis, MN Jan/Feb 1995
Thompson, Ray Park Rapids, MN Sept/Oct

Valley, Mike Prairie du Chein, WI Mar/Apr 1998

Vandenbossche, Theodore = Mt. Clemens, MI Mar/Apr

Wheeler, Charles “Shang”  Stratford, CT Winter 1985

Zweig, Rudy Douglas County, MN July/Aug 2002

1997

2000

Mar/Apr

1992

1993

1992
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